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VARIATION ON ATHEME: "40 DAYS OF HARASSMENT"

New Version of “"Pledge-A-Picket” Serves Dual Purposes

Pro-life activistsarefamiliar with the “Pledge-A-Picket”
fund-raising program run by many affiliates of the
PlannedParenthoodrederatiorof America(PPFA).The
ideais simple.Fansof PlannedParenthoogromiseto
donatea specificamountof moneyto thegroupfor every
pro-life protesterthat showsup in front of the building.
Therearetwo goals:raisemoneyanddiscourageicket-
ing. Theprogramhasbeenreffectivein raisingsomecash,
butit is not asthoughPlannedParenthoodasa lack of
money.The planto discourageprotestershowever,has
beemtotalfailure.

&"ﬁ A few PlannedParenthoodaffiliates have
7 beenparticipatingin a variation of the old
-, fund-raisingscheme,*40 Days of Harass-
; ment,” which is a responseo the “40 Days
PPHSET es- - .. .
corts are “su- [OF Life” projectimplementedby pro-life ac-
perheroes.” tivists in 2004. This year, both programs
werescheduledor Septembe23to Novemberl.

Despitethe fact that40 Daysfor Life is rootedin prayer
and fasting, PlannedParenthoodf SoutheasPennsyl-
vania(PPSP)ssuedastatemenof opposition:

Planned Parenthood calls on organizers of a nationwide,
40-day protest against Planned Parenthood to keep ef-
forts peaceful, citing a long history of violence against
health centers from anti-choice organizations.

The inappropriately named “40 Days for Life” campaign
began...in Philadelphia and cities across the country. No
patient should have to risk her well-being, safety and pri-
vacy when accessing health care.

If these extremists were truly concerned about women
and families, they would work with Planned Parenthood to
increase access to affordable birth control and compre-
hensive sex education.

Want to raise your voice against the protesters? You can
stand with others in the community against these acts of
intimidation and harassment, by join [sic] PPSP's Pledge-
A-Picket campaign.

OnePPFAaffiliate participatingin “40 Days of Harass-
ment” is PlannedParenthoodf Houstonand Southeast
Texas(PPHSET) which released statemento its sup-

porters.“During the 40 Days of Harassment...protesters

will attemptto keepwomenfrom comingto PlannedPa-
renthood,”it read.“You canhelpwomengethealthcare
without harassmerty becominga volunteerescort.Our

volunteergrovidea smiling faceto welcomeour clients
in the parkinglot andescortthempastthe protestersnto

our healthcenter.”

4(‘) DAYS whomaybecustomersiu_ring“_40
Days of Harassment'with “in-

formationandtips” aboutprotestersKeepin mind that

40 Daysfor Life is rootedin prayerandfasting;it is not

OperatiorRescue:

Q: Why are there protesters outside Planned Parenthood?

PPFA affiliates provided those

A: These protesters don't believe in birth control, sex edu-
cation or a woman'’s right to information about all of her
options when she is pregnant. The protesters don’t want
clients coming to Planned Parenthood. Their goal is to
shut down Planned Parenthood. Some protesters are
loud and yell at clients and others stand quietly and hold
signs. They all try to intimidate or mislead our clients.
Don't worry. Planned Parenthood has volunteer escorts to
help you get into our clinic safely.

Q: How do | avoid the protesters?

A: Have someone drop you off near our front door...We
also have volunteers at some of our locations that will es-
cort you into our clinics. The volunteers wear bright lime
green vests that say “Planned Parenthood Volunteer.”
You can wait until one of them meets you to escort you
past the protesters.

Q: Canthe protesters come near me or touch me?

A: They can NOT [sic] touch you. If they do, it can be con-
sidered assault. Protesters can get near you and may try
to hand things to you. You don't have to take their mate-
rials. They may ask questions and say mean and offen-
sive things to you. For your safety, try to ignore them.
Don'ttalk to them or interact with them.

Q: Can they block my car or keep me from getting into the
clinic?

A: No. Itis against the law for a protester to block you from
entering a clinic.

Q: Canyou make the protesters leave?

A: As long as they stay off of Planned Parenthood’s pri-
vate property they have a right to assemble and free
speech. They cannot touch you or follow you into our
parking lot or health center driveway. We believe in their
Constitutional right to free speech, but we also believe
that women and men have a right to get their health care
without harassment.

Q: Can ltalk to them?



A: It is your decision, but for your safety (and others) we
strongly discourage you from engaging in arguments or
discussion with the protesters.

PLANNED PARENTHOOD o

OF HOUSTON & SOUTHEAST TEXASR'A
Accordingto PlannedParenthoodeventalking with a40
Daysfor Life participantcould puta personin jeopardy.
And theyclaim it is the pro-life protestewnho is against
“a woman’sright to informationaboutall her options”?
Of course thesearethe samepeoplewho believeabor-
tionis “healthcare.”

PlannedParenthoodirgedits customerso sharetheir ex-

periences:We'd like to hearfrom you. Tell uswhatyou

think abouthavingto walk throughtheprotesters,teada
PlannedParenthoodstatement. The storiesyou share
with usmaybe usedin future PlannedParenthoogbubli-

cationsputwill remaincompletelyanonymousAny and
all referencego personalinformation (suchas names,
datesor specificsituationswill beremoved.”

THE PRAYER PROJECT

Joinusin daily prayerfor thepeoplewhoareactivein the
Pro-Abortion Movementand thosewho havenot been
strongin their claimedpro-life convictions:

September: Kathleen Gilligan Sebelius, pro-abortion
Secretaryof Health& Human Services;October: Vice
Presidenfoseph Robinette Biden, Jr.; November: John
Mackey, chiefexecutiveofficer of Whole Foods Market
Inc.; andDecember: Marie C. Wilson, presidenbof The
White HouseProject.

WHOLLY COW, WE'LL EXPLAIN IT AGAIN!

Onseveraloccasionsl.DI haspointedout thedishonor-
able mannerin which Whole Foods Market Inc. has
beenhandlingtheboycottof the companyby pro-life ac-
tivists. One of the mostoutrageoudlisplaysof deceitis
its inconsistenciesrhenaddressingheboycottwith pro-
life consumersvho contactthecompany.

As boycott participantsknow, LDI contactsevery boy-

cottedcorporatiorbeforereleasinganupdated_ist to de-

termineif anyqualify to bedroppedasatarget.Our most
recentletterto Whole Foodsled a responsdrom Jessie
Walker,a“CustomerinformationSpecialist”:

| was forwarded a fax that you sent...to our Global HQ
here in Austin. While | realize that this email did not make
your required deadline, | felt it was important to reach out
and once and for all get some kind of explanation as to
why we are on your list. | have worked in this capacity for
almost five years and in that time | have not known of any
of our stores donating to PP [Planned Parenthood]. As a
corporation we have never donated. | know that about 7
years ago some of our stores in the north and mid Atlantic
states donated food items from time to time, but money,
as far as | know, has never been given. We are a decen-
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tralized company and the stores have the freedom to
choose nonprofit organizations that are important to their
team members as well as the communities they serve.
However, they are encouraged to avoid politically charged
organizations such as PP. so if you could please provide
me with some sort of explanation as to why we continue to
be on your list lwould greatly appreciate it.

“Let’s getonepointclear,’saidLDI PresidenDouglasR.
Scott,Jr.“Whole FoodsMarketexecutiveknowwhy the
companyis a boycotttargetandthey haveseenthe evi-
dencewe haveagainsthecompany.But, maybeWalker
hasbeenleft in thedarkby his superiorsLDI Directorof
Communication&enGarveyresponded:
Your company, Whole Foods, has been a boycott target
since the late 90s for its support of Planned Parenthood.
Whether the support comes from headquarters or individ-
ual stores is immaterial. Planned Parenthood is proudly

using the name Whole Foods to legitimize its billion dollar
(not an exaggeration) “non-profit” business.

Anyone can go to Planned Parenthood of the Colum-
bia/Willamette’'s website on which they thank Whole Foods
for being a company “choosing to stand up for Planned Pa-
renthood’s mission and proudly support [sic] our work.”

Just a few years ago, Whole Foods’ own website listed
Planned Parenthood as a recipient of its “5%-Day” dona-
tions. But after we noted this fact in a press release, the
Planned Parenthood name suddenly disappeared from
the list, but those of the other recipients remained.

Other Planned Parenthood support by Whole Foods has
included donations for fund-raising auctions, hosting voter
registration drives for Planned Parenthood and its pro-
abortion candidates, being included in a “Pro-Choice
Shopping Guide” after making a donation to Planned Pa-
renthood, and so forth. All of these occurred in just the
past few years; not “about 7 years ago.”

Mr. Walker, we ask for nothing material. We simply ask for
John Mackey's [Whole Foods’ CEO] word that Planned
Parenthood will be made ineligible for support in the fu-
ture—in every form and from every location.

Walker’s responseto the information
WHOLE P
FOO

was to make an excuse—essentially
eaamwe disSmissingall of the evidencelLDI had
provided.“I'm afraid that becauseof our decentralized
naturethere will be somethinglike what you mention
herefromtimetotime” hewrote.

While thisexchangdetweerLDI andWholeFoodsMar-
ket is nothing new, Walker endedfinal communication
with a disappointingmessageAs | explainto manyof
the peopleyou encouragéo boycottus,checkwith your
localstoreandseeif theydonatgto PlannedParenthood].
Many [pro-lifers] arehappywith this.” WholeFoodshas
goneto greatlengthsto emphasizehat PlannedParent-
hoodis notbeingfundedby the Companyheadquarters.

“We aresurprisedhatsomanypro-life consumergail to
seehow they are being manipulatedoy Whole Foods,”
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Garveysaid.“Whole Foodscould putanimmediatestop
to supportof PlannedParenthoodf Mackeychoseto do
so. Would the ‘decentralizedyiving program’and local
storesare‘encouragedo avoidpolitically chargedrgan-
izations’excusese acceptableo civil rights groupsif a
Market choseto makea donationto the Aryan Brother-
hood?Certainly not. Corporateheadquartersvould put
an immediatestopto it. Why isn’'t PlannedParenthood
viewedin thesameway?”

Garveynotedthat Whole Foodsstoreslocatedin liberal
areasare supportingthe pro-abortiongroupwhile those
in more conservativeareasare pleadingignoranceand
innocence’lt is foolhardyto buy into the ideathat one
may shopat Whole Foodsif their local storeclaimsit is
not funding PlannedParenthood,’he said. “Every pro-
life consumervhoacceptghis ‘reasoning’is doinggreat
damageto the Pro-Life Movementin generaland the
Corporatd~undingProjectin particular.”

PRO-LIFE CANDIDATES SHOULD BE PROUD

By the time you readthis article, votersin New Jersey
andVirginia will havedecidedwhowill serveasgover-

nor of their respectivestates And the races have been

watched and analyzed nationwide.

. Thewearypro-life peoplein the GardenState
e, facedalimited choice RepublicarChristopher
& J.Christieclaimedto be “personally”pro-life,
i but hadsaid he would not usethe governor’s
Christie  Office to “force that down people’sthroats.”
Christie,who claimsto be RomanCatholic, supportsa
few restrictionson abortion,suchas requiring parental
notificationandsettinga 24-hourwaiting period.But his
running mate, Kimberly Ann McFaddenGuadagnojs
openlyandproudlypro-abortiongventhoughshetriedto
moderatderpositionduringtheprimarycampaign.

IncumbentlonS. Corzine,a Democrathasbeenopenly
andproudlypro-abortionCorzineclaimsto be affiliated
with the United Churchof Christ, which supportsabor-
tion andhomosexuamarriage.Corzine’srunning mate,
StateSenatolorettaWeinbergamemberof thelegisla-
ture’s upperbranch.Sheis a alsoa memberof the pro-
abortion National Council of JewishWomen and has
beenopenlyandproudlysupportiveof thedeadlydeed.

IndependentandidateChristopher]. Daggettservedas
commissioneiof New Jersey'sDepartmentof Environ-
mentalProtection Daggettandhis runningmate Profes-
sor Frank J. Esposito,a university professor,are both
openlyandproudlypro-abortion.

Given voter dissatisfaction with the Corzine regirae
Republican victory is likely. The victory will moster-
tainly be with only a plurality of the vote.
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In Virginia, StateSenatorR. CreighDeeds.a
Democrat, faced Republican Robert F.
McDonnell. Deedsclaimsto be Presbyterian
andMcDonnellsaysheis RomanCatholic.In-
terestingly,the pair facedoff in the race for
Virginia Attorney General four years ago,
with McDonnellwinning by justover300votes.

Deedsaswell ashis party’'snomineedor lieutenangov-
ernor(JodyM. Wagner)andattorneygeneralStepherC.
Shannonpareopenlyandproudly pro-abortionShannon
claimsto be RomanCatholic.All threecandidatesvere
endorsedyy PlannedParenthoodndNARAL.

McDonnell, as well as the Republicancandidatesfor
lieutenantgovernor(incumbentWilliam T. Bolling) and
attorneygeneralStateSenatoKennethT. Cuccinellill),
saytheyarepro-life. Bolling is associateavith the Unit-
ed Methodist Church, which recognizesthe right of
womento chooseabortion,but many membersare pro-
life. Cuccinelliis RomanCatholic.All threecandidates
mentionabortionon their respectivecampaigrwebsites.
(We know Cuccinelli is pro-life. His office contacted
LDI for informationwhen he was fighting PlannedPa-
renthoodn theVirginia GeneraAssembly.)

“There are few politicians who appall me more than
CreighDeeds, "saidLDI PresidenDouglasR. Scott,Jr.,
in a statementeleasedo the media.“Deedshasstaked
his campaigron extremistanti-life positions.In fact, the
first adsreleasedby the DeedsCampaignattackedRe-
publicancandidatéBob McDonnell'spro-life record.

This strategyis not new for Deeds.In his campaignfor
Virginia AttorneyGenerafour yearsago,Deedsattacked
McDonnellfor opposingembryonicstemcell experimen-
tation.“Justwhatdoesthejob of attorneygenerahaveto
do with embryonic stem cell experimentation?’Scott
asked."Absolutely nothing, but Deedsthoughtit would
helphimwin theelectionsoheraisedtheissue.”

Justwhatdoesthe job of governorhaveto do with abor-
tion andrelatedissues?Not much,”Scottsaid, because
the U.S. SupremeCourt hasimposedstrict limits on the
electedrepresentativesf the peoplewhenit comego le-
gislatingonthematter.”Still, legislatoramayenactsome
lawsthatwould helpprotectthelives of prebornchildren.

“What Deedsdoesnotseento understands thatin every
areawherelawmakersare permittedto act, polls show
greatpublic supportfor doingso,” Scottsaid.“To Deeds
thisis aproblem,sohepresentedheissuewithouttelling

thewholetruth.”

In one Deedsad, he accusedMcDonnell of “denying
womenaccesdo birth control.” In another,the Deeds
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Campaignsays McDonnell has a record of “reducing
accesgo birth control.” In yet anotherad, McDonnellis
chargedwith “opposing birth controlfor marriedadults.”
(Theissuewasactuallywho shouldpayfor it; notits le-
gality or availability.) And Deedssaid McDonnell sup-
ported“35 bills restrictingawoman’schoice.”(That'sa
“woman’s choice”to kill herbaby,but for somereason
Deedsleavesthat part out.) The DeedsCampaignhas
evenattemptedto raisereligious bigotry by repeatedly
noting that McDonnell attended“Pat Robertson’slaw
school.”(That's“Liberty UniversitySchoolof Law.”)

“It is obviousthatDeedss azealotwhois grosslyout of
touchwith the vastmajority of Virginians on abortion,”
Scottsaid,"but it is alsoimportantto notethathe haslit-

tle regardfor thetruth. It is not surprisingthatDeedsairs
the abortion-relatecdsonly in the mostliberal partsof
Virginia, butit is appallingthathe stoopssolow asto de-
liberatelymisleadvotersandusesuchhighly emotionis-
suedor personagain.”

Scott has prayedthat McDonnell will win the election
andheexpectghe candidatewill dosoquitedecisively.
“But it saddensnethatnot oncedid McDonnelltakeon
Deedsoverabortion.In short,McDonnellwasa political
coward,which is exactlywhatthe DeedsCampaigrhad
hopedwouldhappen.”

va Soonaftertheracefor governombeganpro-life
( ., leadersvirtually beggedhe McDonnell Cam-
~ ... ° paigntoletthemhelpformulateawinningstrat-
5%‘ egyon abortion.“l askedthe political director
McDomnell Of a notable Virginia-basedconservativeor-
ganizationif he could offer someadviceon how to get
McDonnellto listen,” Scottsaid.“He hasn’texactlybeen
defendinghimself, has he?’ the gentlemanresponded.
This wasanunderstatemenfAnd McDonnellrefusedto
let thosewho know how to turn abortioninto a winning
issuehelp his campaign.Insteadof highlighting the ex-
tremistDeedsposition,McDonnellhaschoserto ignore
the attacks.(The political director said that he, too, had
troublegettingreturncallsfrom theCampaign.)

Sowhy raisethis issuewhenthe electionis over?“The
McDonnellapproactperpetuatethemyththatespousing
a pro-life position meansthe deathof a political cam-
paign,” Scottexplained.“The problemis thatthat most
candidateglo not know how to defendandadvancethe
pro-life point of view. But sucha problembecomesven
worsewhena candidaterefusesto learnhow to do so,
which doesnothing but encouragepro-abortioncandi-
datesanddiscouragero-life candidates.Scottsaidthat
if McDonnellhadputDeeds'in hisplace’onthesdssues
four years ago, the Democratmay have had second
thoughtsaboutraisingthemthisyear.
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Fouryearsago,DemocratTimothy M. Kaine,
who claimsto be RomanCatholic, facedRe-
publicanJerryW. Kilgore in theracefor gov-
ernor of Virginia. Kilgore attackedhis oppo-
nentfor opposinghedeathpenalty Kainesaid
he was personallyopposedto capital punishment,be-
causeof the teachingsof his religion, but would follow
thelaw. He madeit look asthoughKilgore wasattacking
the Democrat'sreligion. Kaine won the electionby a
wide margin.(While Kaine upholdsthe teachingsof the
RomanCatholicChurchonthedeathpenalty hesupports
Roe v. Wade, which is a key reasorwhy he was consi-
deredasarunningmateby BarackH. Obama.)This was
oneof thebestexampleof turninganissueto your favor
in the history of state—if not national—politics,”Scott
said.

Scottsaidhecouldthink of two othercandidatesvho did
an excellentjob dealingwith the abortionissue.Oneis
formerpresidentiatontendeGaryL. Bauer.Thesecond
is formerVirginia GovernorJamesS. Gilmorelll.

“Gary Bauerwould simply saythatpeoplewhowakeup
in themorningandtheir only concernis ‘abortionrights’
shouldcertainly not vote for him,” Scottrecalled.“But
thosepeoplewho wake up concernedabouteducation,
nationaldefensehealthcare,the economyandsoforth,
shouldvotefor him. Thestrategywasbrilliant.”

“Gilmore,whowasnotpro-life butwasmoreanti-abortion
than his extremistopponentaddressedhe attackshead
on,” Scottsaid.“A Gilmoreadreferencedhedecisionin

Roe v. Wade andthe candidatesaidno onein Virginia is

goingto banabortion.He brandedhe attacksby his op-

ponentasanattemptto shift focusfrom otherissuesThe

strategyworked.”

Scottsaid he believesthat whenit comesto the life is-

sues,'Bob McDonnellis thebestcandidatdor governor
Virginianshavehadin along,longtime.” But healsobe-
lievesthatif McDonnell“were ableandwilling to articu-
late thatpositionwith confidenceandpride,hewould be
amongthe greatestandidatesve haveeverseen.”But
despitepromisesby McDonnellcampaigrstaffto return
calls,noonepickedupthephoneThis will notleadto a
beatingbeing takenby a candidate;it will leadto yet
anothebeatingbeingtakenbythe Pro-Life Movement.”
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